

Section II
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY

a.
Regional Setting and Historic Development

Regional Setting 

The greater Manchester Community, the Village of Manchester and the townships of Bridgewater, Freedom and Manchester, is located in the southwest corner of Washtenaw County.  It is in the River Raisin watershed and the River Raisin flows from Sharon Township to the north, through the Village of Manchester and through Bridgewater Township on its way southeast through Lenawee and Monroe counties, finally emptying into Lake Erie.  

The Manchester community is roughly within twenty (20) miles of the following cities: to the west in Jackson County is Jackson, to the south in Lenawee County is Adrian and to the east in Washtenaw County is Ann Arbor. The Village of Manchester is approximately sixty-five (65) miles from both the State Capital of Lansing and from Michigan’s largest city, Detroit.

The greater Manchester community is characterized by farmland and open spaces, with the greatest population centers being the Village of Manchester, the Hamlet of Bridgewater and the Pleasant Lake area historically called Fredonia in Freedom Township.  

Historic Development of the Manchester Area:
Village of Manchester 
The Village of Manchester was deeded to John Gilbert in 1826, with settlement and growth beginning in the 1830’s, after Manchester Township’s government was approved by an Act of the legislature on March 11, 1837.  The first Manchester Township meeting was held April 3, 1837 to elect officers and to enact resolutions for governance.  Bridgewater Township government began in 1832, having been split off from Hixon Township. The first township hall was built on the site of the current township hall, which itself was built in 1882, and local officials recently celebrated the 125th   anniversary of its continuous use.  Freedom Township was formed on March 7, 1834, having been split off from Dexter Township.  Freedom Township’s first meeting as a township government was held April 7, 1834 in the home of the township’s first supervisor, Henry M. Griffin.   

Bridgewater

The Hamlet of Bridgewater sits in the middle of Section 1 of Bridgewater Township, centered at the intersection of Austin and Boettner Roads. The township received its name in 1833 when, at the suggestion of George Howe, the first supervisor, it was named after Bridgewater, Oneida County, New York, from which several of the settlers had emigrated. This occurred after Bridgewater split off from the previously formed Hixon Township.

The hamlet formed at the midway point on the Saline-Manchester trail, and was composed of small businesses, a tavern, a church, and farmsteads. The hamlet’s prominence was strengthened when it became a railroad depot in the 1870's. By 1855, a post office was established here under the name “Bridgewater P.O.”, and hence the township name became affixed to the hamlet. The hamlet remains as a center for farmers’ needs, convenience shopping and a small restaurant, as well as an active post office.

Today, the Hamlet of Bridgewater is a mix of businesses and residents. These include St. John’s Lutheran Church, the General Store and Post Office, the Bridgewater Bank Tavern, the Candy and Antique Mill, Lumber Company, Tire Service, Service Center, Craftsmen Shop, and Packaging Company, all nestled in a growing agricultural community.

Fredonia

Fredonia is the unofficial name of the hamlet located in the center of Freedom Township, at the intersection of Pleasant Lake and Lima Center Roads. The original use of “Fredonia” is credited to Levi Rogers, whose Freedom Township farmstead was located at Fletcher and Waters Roads. Levi Rogers became the first postmaster of this rural post office on July 11, 1838, naming it after the Fredonia, Chautauqua County, New York area from which he had emigrated. The Fredonia post office subsequently moved twice around the township as postmasters changed, ending up at the general store operating on current Pleasant Lake Road opposite the township hall. It operated at this location until July 31, 1891. The hamlet has retained this name, while continuing to provide various stores, services and taverns, as well as serving as the township hall location
While Washtenaw County, including the Manchester area, was initially settled by people from the New England states, the southwest region of the County has the distinction of having largely been settled in the 19th and early part of the 20th centuries by immigrants from Germany, notably those from the Swabian region of the kingdom of Wuerttemberg in southern Germany.  Several histories of the German roots of this region of Washtenaw County have been written.  These roots are still quite evident in the surnames of many Manchester area extended families, many of whom have lived in the Manchester area for generations, as well as the names of roads, farms and churches throughout the region.  Family names from the first and subsequent waves of German immigrants (from 1830 to 1920) that are still very prevalent today, including some members of the MCJPC.  Among these names are Alber, Allmendinger, Berg, Ernst, Haeussler, Lindemann, Mann and Weidmayer, to name just a few of the dozens of Germanic surnames.
b.
Community Character and Sense of Place
What are community character and a sense of place?  According to the Lexicon Webster Dictionary, character is “a distinctive trait, quality or attribute,” something’s “essential quality or nature,” and “reputation.”  

The National Trust for Historic Preservation offers this definition of sense of place:  “Those things that add up to a feeling that a community is a special place, distinct from anywhere else.” 
To illustrate sense of place, the July 2006 Historic Resources Survey Report, completed in preparation for Exchange Place in the Village of Manchester becoming a historic district, states,”…the sense of place within the historic district is created by the dominant presence of the commercial Italianate architectural style as it was expressed over time...”   

In numerous surveys and workshops, Manchester area residents indicate their love for the small town, rural and agricultural character of the region.  Community character for the Manchester community is in many ways synonymous with “rural character.”  
A Visioning Session in 2001, in preparation for the 2003 Regional Plan, resulted in these consolidated results, “What defines the character of the Southwest Communities?”  (2003 SWWCOG Regional Plan, page 24):
“Specific natural features include the River Raisin, Iron Creek, and Pleasant Lake.  In general, rolling terrain, vegetation, wetlands, scenic views, wildlife, farmland, and open space.  Specific Cultural Features include storefronts and downtowns of Manchester, Fredonia, and Bridgewater Hamlet, the Blacksmith shop, Sharon Mill, Furnace Street Bridge, Wallace Pond Bridge. Others include community centers, libraries, old school buildings, meeting places, fairs, fireworks, churches, historic buildings, farmsteads and old barns. Other qualities of the community worthy of preservation include state land and parks, dark skies, ground water, rural atmosphere, river bottoms, agriculture, and safe small town friendliness.”
 In a June 1999 paper by the Municipal Research and Services Center of Washington (state), “Keeping the Rural Vision: Protecting Rural Character and Planning for Rural Development,” rural character is defined as “the patterns of land use and development: 
a) In which open space, the natural landscape and vegetation predominate over the built environment;

b) That foster traditional rural lifestyles, rural-based economies and opportunities to both live and work in rural areas;

c) That provide visual landscapes that are traditionally found in rural areas and communities;

d) That are compatible with the use of the land by wildlife and for fish and wildlife habitat;

e) That reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development; 

f) That generally do not require the extension of urban governmental services; and

g) That are consistent with the protection of natural water surface flows and ground water and surface water recharge and discharge areas.”

The Fall-Winter 2007 Bridgewater Township newsletter (page 2) offers a few descriptions that help define rural character.  “…the concept of rural character also suggests people in fewer numbers, but holding traditional values, allowing residents to know, trust and interact with one’s neighbors.”  (Susan C. Enger, AICP, Defining Rural Character and Planning for 
Rural Lands, 1994, p. 41.)    The newsletter states, “This component fosters the old-fashioned community atmosphere where neighbors not only know each other’s names but are comfortable to walk across the yard to ask for a cup of sugar…”    
Protecting and preserving the Manchester area’s community character or rural character, while providing guidance for future growth and development is one of the purposes of this plan.  Consistent with that goal, this plan also draws from the four conclusions cited in a July 2000 Michigan Land Use Institute Research Report: “Defining ‘Essential Character,’

Conclusion 1: “One the biggest threats to the character of rural zoning districts is a large increase in residential densities.”
Conclusion 2: “The most important way to preserve rural character is to locate the higher-density developments close to the border between rural and more densely developed zoning districts.”

Conclusion 3: “Cluster development is only in character with Agricultural-Open Space zoning if the amount and layout of open space in the development accomplishes the goals of the master plan.”
Conclusion 4: “Protecting rural character actually increases property values.”

c.
Population Trends and Projections

Total population has increased by approximately 71% (3,290 persons) since 1960, and is projected to increase another 99% (7,899 persons) by 2030.
The total number of households increased by approximately 42% between 1960 and 2000 and is projected to increase by 59% between 2005 and 2030.
	Table 1. Populations
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Community
	Total Population

	
	1960
	1980
	1990
	2000
	2007*
	2030*

	Bridgewater Township
	1,002
	1,371
	1,304
	1,646
	1,757
	3,007

	Freedom Township
	1,065
	1,436
	1,486
	1,562
	1,637
	2,169

	Manchester Township
	1,022
	1,540
	1,739
	1,942
	2,324
	3,639

	Village of Manchester
	1,568
	1,686
	1,753
	2,160
	2,229
	3,741

	  TOTAL 
	4,657
	6,033
	6,282
	7,310
	7,947
	12,556

	Sources: US Census (1960-2000) and SEMCOG (2007-2030)
	

	*  SEMCOG population projection as of October 2007
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


d.
Description of Households

	Community
	
	
	Households
	
	
	
	

	
	1990
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015
	2020
	2025
	2030

	Bridgewater Township
	451
	598
	671
	753
	851
	954
	1063
	1157

	Freedom Township
	536
	561
	585
	618
	662
	719
	788
	874

	Manchester Township
	586
	717
	790
	879
	983
	1095
	1214
	1501

	Village of Manchester
	651
	900
	1010
	1139
	1288
	1446
	1608
	1640

	TOTALS
	2,224
	2,776
	3,056
	3,389
	3,784
	4,214
	4,673
	5,172

	Sources: US Census (1960-2000) and SEMCOG (2007-2030)

	*  SEMCOG population projection as of October 2007


Between the 1990 and 2000 Census, the Manchester area number of households increased by 552 or almost 25%.  By the 2010 Census, according to SEMCOG projections the number of households will increase by another 613 or 22%.  Projecting out to the year 2030, between 2010 and 2030, the Manchester area could see the number of households increase by 2,386 or 86%, almost doubling the current number of households.  
At the same time, the average size of each household is projected to decrease from an average 2.6 person per household in 2000 to an average 2.4 persons per household by 2030.    
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e.
Housing characterisitcs
When adjusted for 2000 dollars, the Median Housing Value increased between 1990 and 2000 in all of the Manchester Joint Planning Communities.  The highest 2000 median housing value was in Freedom Township with $203,600.
The Median Monthly Gross Rent increased for Manchester Village and Manchester Township between 1990 and 2000. Bridgewater and Freedom Townships experienced decreases in median monthly rents between 1990 and 2000.

The Ann Arbor Area Board of Realtors collects data on residential sales for Washtenaw County.  For 2007 year-to-date, the average sale price of a residential home was $ 252,724, which is a 6.3% increase (approximately $16,000) since 2001.  Since 2003, however, average sales prices have dropped 2.5% (approximately $6,000).  

	Median Housing Value
	
	

	
	1990*
	2000

	Bridgewater Township 
	 $     105,624 
	 $     158,800 

	Freedom Township
	 $     123,316 
	 $     203,600 

	Manchester Township
	 $      99,551 
	 $     156,300 

	Village of Manchester
	 $      95,854 
	 $     140,900 

	Source: U.S. Census Bureau  * In 2000 dollars 
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Residential Building Permits:
Between 2002 and 2006 there were 281 residential building permits issued in all Manchester Community Planning Area municipalities combined.

Manchester Township had the most building permits issued over the past five years, with 140 permits issued.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Building Permits
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Through 
9/2007
	Totals 02-06

	Bridgewater Township
	9
	8
	10
	7
	8
	0
	42

	Freedom Township
	7
	6
	8
	4
	2
	0
	27

	Manchester Township
	41
	43
	22
	20
	14
	6
	140

	Village of Manchester
	23
	14
	18
	14
	3
	1
	72

	TOTALS
	80
	71
	58
	45
	27
	7
	281
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f.
Incomes

Per Capita Income and Median Income, when adjusted for inflation, increased in all four communities between the 1990 and 2000 Census.
The largest household income group for Freedom Township and Manchester Village is in the $25,000 to $49,999 range.  For Bridgewater and Manchester Townships, the largest household income group is in the $50,000 to $74,999 range.  
	Geography
	1999 Median household income 
	1999 per Capita Income
	1989* per Capita Income
	1989*  Median household income

	Bridgewater Township 
	$68,011
	$27,120
	$23,016
	$60,200

	Freedom Township
	$62,321
	$26,397
	$23,661
	$54,442

	Manchester Township
	$64,500
	$27,038
	$20,993
	$59,876

	Village of Manchester
	$46,974
	$24,113
	$19,545
	$46,205
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g.
Employment and the Regional Economy


The Manchester community has three employment centers, with the Village of Manchester being the largest employment center.  Bridgewater Hamlet has a small number of businesses and the Pleasant Lake area also has several businesses.  According to SEMCOG Community Profiles, as of the 2000 Census tthe largest employment sector in all of the three Townships is agricultural-related services, mining and natural resources.  Whereas, SEMCOG projects some increase in manufacturing jobs is projected to the year 2030, it also projects a decrease in that same period in the agriculture, mining and natural resources sector. 

Much growth in manufacturing employment occurred in the Manchester area communities


between 1990 and 2000, most of which was in the Village of Manchester.  However, starting in the year 2000 and continuing into this decade, several large employers closed their doors due to the significant reduction in the manufacturing base of the southeastern Michigan economy.  In 2007, signs of potential improvement in the local economy have emerged as companies like Martinrea have reopened with plans for future expansion. Several others companies, such as Paradyne and Amacor have recently opened or added employment in the Village.   


Table 2a indicates employment by economic sector in each of the four MCJPC local governments, as of the 2000 Census.  The right hand column has been added to reflect SEMCOG-derived projections of changes in  the types and distribution of jobs in the Manchester area by the year 2030.
	Table 2a: Occupation by Industry, 2000
	
	
	

	Community
	Bridge T.
	Freed T.
	Manch T.
	Manch V.
	TOTAL
2000
	Projected

2030

	Ag, Min, Nat Res
	208
	344
	111
	15
	678
	343

	Manufacturing
	NA
	89
	NA
	1,186
	1,275
	1,794

	T.C.U.*
	0
	52
	11
	NA
	63
	136

	Wholesale Trade
	NA
	0
	NA
	NA
	0
	35

	Retail Trade
	13
	NA
	0
	406
	419
	661

	F.I.R.E.**
	6
	13
	0
	51
	70
	284

	Services
	NA
	NA
	14
	373
	387
	387

	Public Admin
	NA
	20
	0
	45
	65
	87

	Total Jobs
	379
	645
	293
	2,104
	3,421
	4,859

	% Change (90-00 Total Jobs)
	50%
	69%
	63%
	67%
	90%
	42%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	% Change 2000-2030


*   Transportation, Communications and Utilities
** Finance, Insurance and Real Estate  

The Village of Manchester created a Downtown Development Authority in 2005.  The purpose of the DDA is to correct and prevent deterioration of business districts using various finance and development tools, such as tax increment financing, issuance of bonds, encouraging historic preservation and the acquisition and disposal of real and personal property. 

In 2006, the Manchester DDA drafted a Downtown Development Plan and an accompanying Tax Increment Financing Plan for improvements to the Downtown District.  This plan involves street, sidewalk, streetscape, parking and other improvements to promote economic growth.  Economic growth in downtown Manchester will benefit not only the businesses in the Downtown district, but will also benefit the larger Manchester community through an improved tax base, the creation of jobs and the beautification of the central part of the Village.  
h.
School District Enrollments


	School District
	School Year

	
	2001-02
	2002-03
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07

	Chelsea Public
	   2,937 
	   2,937 
	   2,910 
	   2,855 
	   2,797 
	     2,789 

	Clinton Community
	   1,222 
	   1,185 
	   1,193 
	   1,179 
	   1,207 
	 N.A. 

	Columbia Community
	   1,889 
	   1,848 
	   1,831 
	   1,804 
	   1,801 
	 N.A. 

	Dexter Community
	   3,175 
	   3,331 
	   3,474 
	   3,477 
	   3,525 
	     3,605 

	Grass Lake Community
	   1,027 
	   1,054 
	   1,110 
	   1,160 
	   1,178 
	 N.A. 

	Manchester Public
	   1,283 
	   1,294 
	   1,330 
	   1,346 
	   1,340 
	     1,318 

	Napoleon Public
	   1,679 
	   1,675 
	   1,668 
	   1,642 
	   1,662 
	 N.A. 

	Saline Area
	   5,165 
	   5,168 
	   5,455 
	   5,624 
	   5,476 
	     5,513 

	Source: State of Michigan Education Department, Washtenaw County Intermediate School Districts, and School Districts

	N.A. = No Data Available for 2006-07
	
	
	


School District Enrollments:  
The Manchester School District increased in enrollment from 2001 through 2005 by 4.7%, and then decreased by 2.1% between 2005 and 2007.  

Chelsea, Clinton, Columbia, and Manchester have all experience decreases since the 2004-2005 school year.  The other four school districts (Dexter, Grass Lake, Napoleon, and Saline) have all been steadily increasing.   
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i.
Community Facilities and Services

Community Facilities and Services are described by category.

Municipal Offices:

Bridgewater Township has one municipal office, the Township Hall.  The Bridgewater Township Hall is located at 10990 Clinton Road, on the west side of Clinton Road at the intersection of Braun Road.  The Township owns 9.23 acres at that location.      
Freedom Township has one municipal office, its Township Hall, which is located at 11508 Pleasant Lake Road in the minor civil division known as Fredonia.
Manchester Township has one municipal office, its Township Hall, which is located at 275 South Macomb, on the west side of the Village of Manchester, south of Main Street.

The taxpayers of the Village of Manchester voted in May of 2000 to purchase the "Old Ford Building" from Uniloy Milacron for $1.2 million. The complex includes the 18,500 sq. ft. main facility at 912 City Rd., an attached 7,320 sq. ft. warehouse, two buildings and open space on the west side of Hibbard Street, the dam and millpond, and 9 wooded acres on the east side of the River at the main facility site. The complex currently houses the Village offices, the Manchester District Library, the Western Washtenaw Construction Authority offices, The Manchester Area Senior Citizens office and the Washtenaw County Sheriff Department’s Manchester substation. Many local community organizations utilize the conference rooms for meetings and events.

Sewer and Water:
The Village of Manchester maintains a sewage treatment plant and provides water service to residents of the Village.  There is capacity for expansion of the sanitary sewer system, assuming the means to cover increased costs of additional services.  The Village Department of Public Works is located at 227 N. Union Street.  The Wastewater Treatment Plant is located at 221 Hibbard St.  The Wellhouse and Water Tower is located at 209 City St.

The Hamlet of Bridgewater has a small sewage treatment plant to a limited number of users, but provides no water service.  This sewage treatment plant is operated by the Village of Manchester Department of Public Works, under contract with Breidgewater Township.
Freedom and Manchester Township residents use septic systems and wells for sewage and water.  

Recreation:
The Village of Manchester has four parks with a total area covering 35.35 acres.  These parks are; Carr Park 601 W. Main Street (20.8 acres), Kirk Park on Adrian (3.75 acres), Wurster Park 215 W. Main (1.5 acres) and Chi-Bro Park 209 Ann Arbor Street (9.3 acres).


The three townships do not own or maintain public recreation facilities.  However, there are open spaces in all three townships that have been protected by means of conservation easements.  In addition, the  Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission has, to date, purchased a total of 380 acres along the River Raisin in Manchester Township; the Leonard Preserve (237 acres), and two areas in Bridgewater Township; the Ervin-Stucki Preserve (126 acres) and the Greiwahn Preserve (17 acres).  All three preserves are intended to preserve open space, protect the River Raisin from development and provide space for passive recreation.   
Police and Fire Services
The Manchester Township Fire Department is a volunteer fire dept.  It currently has 30 members, including 7 officers, 14 firefighters and 2 probationary firefighters.  Members have been trained to medical first responder, basic EMT or paramedic levels.  Some members have received specialized training in hazardous materials, advanced vehicle extrication and technical rescue.

The Manchester Township Fire Department belongs to the Washtenaw County Hazardous Material Team, and eventually a Technical Rescue Team.  The Fire Department responds to life threatening medical emergencies, vehicle accidents, hazmat calls, and fire calls.  On average, the department responds to 300 calls a year.

The Manchester Twp Fire Dept provides coverage for the northern ¾ of Manchester Township.  The Clinton and Sand Lake Fire Departments cover the bottom ¼.  Manchester Township covers all of Sharon, and Freedom Townships, and ½ of Bridgewater Township (the other half is covered by the Clinton volunteer fire department).  Responses to calls for service come from the single station located in the Village of Manchester.
All four jurisdictions purchase police services contractually from the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department.  In addition, the Michigan State Police respond to emergency calls.
 j. 
Transportation
Major Roads

The major access routes into the Manchester community are Michigan Highway 52 (M-52), Austin Road, Pleasant Lake Road, Clinton Road and United States Route 12 (U.S. 12), otherwise known as Michigan Avenue.  M-52 connects the Manchester area to the city of Chelsea and Interstate 94.  M-52 runs south from I-94, through the Village of Manchester and on through Manchester Township.  Austin Road runs west from the Hamlet of Bridgewater, through the Village of Manchester and continues west through the northern portion of Manchester Township. East Austin Road, west-bound through Bridgewater Township, becomes City Road and then W. Main Street as it travels through the Village, becoming W. Austin as it leaves the Village and enters Manchester Township.  Pleasant Lake Road is an east-west route that starts near the City of Saline and traverses Lodi and then Freedom Township at about the middle of the township, through the minor civil division known as Fredonia and on into Sharon Township.  U.S.12 travels through southern Bridgewater Township and prior to the interstate highway system was a major east-west route between Detroit and Chicago, traveling through numerous small towns and villages.

Secondary Roads

Outside of the Village of Manchester, which has paved streets, the majority of roads in the Manchester community are either two-lane blacktop or gravel, with a significant proportion of township roads being gravel roads.  These roads are maintained by the Washtenaw County road commission, which maintains a substation in the Village.

k.
Historic and Cultural Facilities
The Manchester area takes pride in its history and in the many fine examples of historic architecture.  In the late 1960's, the Village of Manchester Chamber of Commerce organized a movement to coordinate the appearance of downtown structures by accenting their Nineteenth Century Italianate architecture. Merchants chose complementary exterior paint colors for their tall and narrow buildings. Some removed their modern facades to reveal a rich array of architectural detail. Cornices, metal pillars and window moldings were highlighted rather than downplayed. The result is a warm and inviting shopping environment reminiscent of earlier days. The Manchester Area Historical Society has grown steadily in strength and visibility since its organization in the late 1970's. It sponsors activities and has spearheaded the recognition of four State Historic Sites and one National Historic Register site in the Village. It also donated a 19th century-style gazebo in Wurster Park to the Village.
In 2003, a Historic District Study Committee was appointed by the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners at the request of the Village of Manchester to study the commercial area of the village known historically as Exchange Place.  Washtenaw County Historic Preservation specialists provided professional staff support to this study.  In 2007, “Exchange Place,” was approved as a Historic District.    
Two “Heritage Driving Tours,” the German Heritage and the Historic Barns tours, highlight the rich ethnic and agriculture-based architecture of this region.  Created by Washtenaw County Historic Preservation Specialists, these tours feature numerous farmsteads, churches, rural cemeteries and historic barns that are representative of 19th and early 20th century life in the Manchester community.   
Community-wide festivities are still a dominant theme in Village life and in the surrounding townships that make up this region. Several events generate revenue, others are just fun. The third Thursday in July is when the famed Manchester Chicken Broil occurs. Local residents prepare and serve over 14,000 charcoal grilled chicken dinners in one day. The Manchester Chicken Broil was held for the 54th time in 2007.  Improvements to many community recreation and historic sites have occurred through funds raised by the Manchester Chicken Broil. 

Parades are held on Memorial Day and during the Community Fair. The Memorial Day parade includes the High School Band, veterans groups, and the Boy and Girl Scouts. It is followed by a ceremony at the cemetery. The Community Fair Parade features the Manchester High School Band along with floats, decorated bicycles, antique cars, displays from local businesses, and the twelve contestants for the Fair Queen contest. 

A Fourth of July celebration, which includes a community picnic and fireworks display, is one of the largest in the county with attendance coming from neighboring communities and counties. 

The Community Fair, held every summer, draws entries and exhibits from the residents of the Village and surrounding townships. It is a five-day display of home cooking, handcrafts, livestock, pets, and pony and tractor pulls. A carnival features a midway and rides. Afternoon and evening entertainment are also offered. 
Many organizations in Manchester provide a variety of leisure-time activities. The Sportsman's Club sponsors dinner-dances, skeet shoots, out-of-town trips, volunteer social service, fraternal gatherings, literary discussions, historical presentations, workshops, and so forth.  A community brass band performs in concert annually. The Manchester Men's Club, the Optimist Club, Chamber of Commerce, Knights of Columbus and Kiwanis sponsor a diversified series of annual events.  These include volleyball leagues and tournaments, Christmas tree sale, Easter candy and flower sale, shopping sprees for underprivileged children at Christmas and the River Raisin clean up.  Other events include youth contests in basketball, baseball, and football skills, swine, lamb and steer clubs for youth, youth dances, oratorical and essay contests, and a Halloween party following trick-or-treating in the Village. 
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