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Components of MCJPC Natural Resources Module:
I. Introduction
a. Natural Resources Protection Benefits

i. Water Quality

ii. Agri-business

iii. Ecological corridors

iv. Quality of life

b. Sustainability
II. Current Conditions
a. Important Natural features

i. The River Raisin

ii. Iron Creek

iii. Pleasant Lake and other natural lakes

iv. Rolling Terrain, topography, and scenic views

v. Woodlands

vi. Wetlands and swamps

b. Inventory of all natural features

i. Wetlands

ii. Woodlands

iii. Wildlife habitats

iv. Surface water 

v. Groundwater recharge areas

vi. Soil conditions 

1. development perspective (i.e. perc rate, septic field suitability)
2. Agriculture perspective (prime ag, soil classification)

vii. Topography

1. floodplains

III. Goals/Objectives

a. Maintain natural features and open space for high quality of life

i. Surface water protection

ii. Storm water run-off

iii. Private wastewater facilities

iv. Groundwater protection

b. Develop an open space vision that features connected open space and ecological systems throughout the planning area and region.

i. Public access is important to create educational opportunities and stewardship

IV. Implementation

a. A dedicated land use district (or an overlay district?) that protects natural features that contribute to quality of life

i. Require natural vegetated buffers along important natural features
ii. Cluster development regulations

b. Preserve sensitive lands through partnership

i. PDR programs

ii. County NAPP program

iii. Land trusts and other organizations

c. Coordination with other planning documents

i. Watershed plans

Maps:

1. Wetlands
2. Woodlands

3. Soil classifications

4. Waterways

5. Habitats

6. Groundwater Recharge Areas

7. Watershed maps


